RELIGION AD PERSOUALITY ADJUSTIZITS

Anton T, Zoisen

A very able young minister has recently made a study of ais parish with
special reference to the personality adjustments of his people, Iis findings
may heln to answer the cuestions; how religion enters into the common life
of the Amerlcan neonle, and how it affects their beliefs, tlieir conduct, the
orsanization of thelr nmersonslities.

The parish in cuestion is centered in a villace of five hundred inhabi-
tants in an excellent iddle Western farming section. Sinece there is but
one churcn, the parish and tle community are iarcely<identica1. As comared
with other villages in this region, 'Springville,! as I shall call it, is
considerably above the average in economic prbsperity, educational level,
community spirit and homogeneity. It is a small, face-fo-face commmity of
old Americon stock in which everybody knows evervoie else. It is thus one
of those ‘primary grouns'! in which, according to Cooley,l human nature
comes into being and in which the nrocesses of social interaction can be
studied to best advantage.

This minister had had two years of clinical experience in a good mental
hospital and was unusually well~eouinved to pass judgment upoir personality
adjustments, iore than that, fine relations with his neople enabled him to
draw unon that common fund of information about tie individual members of thae
community on the basis of wiaich business is done and social intercourse con-
ducted, ©Sometimes, as in much of the village gossin, this information tales
on a malicious tinge; but it anvroximates the truth. Certainly the success
or failure of the merchant or tie banker will devend very largely upon the
accuracy of the judgments as to whom lie can and to whom e cannot give credit.
Aad the executive, the leader, tie teacher, will stand or fall in accordance
with his ability to judge character, In any case the community judgments
are something to be reckoned with., This young minister therefore toolr account
of them but sought to go beyond them in accuracy and kindliness.

TYPES OF ADJUSTIIURS
Tae Faithfvl

Going systematically through tie village, he listed 322 persons over
twelve years of ase.2 Of this number he vlaced 52, or 15 merceat, in the
group which e called the faithfuvl. These were persons wio in his judgment
had taken seriously the loyalty renresented by their parents, by the church,
by organized society, and were sroving in the direction of socialization and
unification on & basis conceived of as universal and abiding. ey were
persons whom he and other community leaders could count wmoia to support
worthy causes by their nreseance, tleir interest, their financial swvort;
those whose lives were devoted to the service of something beyond themselves..

1CooleJ, Charles Eorton, Socinl Orpmanization; ilew York, Scribner's, 1927
(zvii and 436 9p.)5 p. 30.

2Fe did not, unfortunately, extend the study to include the farm homes, nor
even completo the village., Samplings of the uncomvleted section of the
village, which contained about a fifth of the total vovulation, indicated
that its inclusion would not have ciwenged thie picture.
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It is not to be inferred that these nersons were free from faults., OFf these
they nhad plenty, but they were realy to face tlem and try to correct them—-—
and they were able to maintain a reasonable degree of ciscipline., Iere are
thumb-22il sketches of some of those in this group:

Girl of 13, belongs to junior choir, regular in clhurch school, doing well
in school, liked by schoolmates., She is gquiet, comsiderate, siows satis-
factory development,

Girl of 15, in second year high school, attends church school 100 per
cent. She is highly intelligent and industrious, accents responsibility
and secs it throuch. She is develovning steadily into a fine type of woman-
hood,

Boy of 14, in first year high school, attends church school 100 per cent.
Ee is a Scout patrol leader, zood athlete, highly intelligent. Ile shows
some traces of 'smart—eleclriness,' but is honest, active and growiag.

Girl of 21, graduate of teachers' college, »lays the orgen in church, teaches
in church school, dcenly interested in church and community affairs., She
has shown steady and satisfactory cevelopment,

¥an of 28, superintendent of high school, is active in community af fairs
and attends church 40 per eent, Iis ideal of service is well-devel oped,
Ze is lhonest, canable, meets problems intellizexntl:; and does something
about them., IHe is doing an important job well.

Woman of 27, wife of high school sumerintendent, is well-adjusted, carnest,
cheerful, very intelligent, a real educator's wife who understands what he
is doing 20d helps him do it

Yan of 55, a farmer and truck&river,~is senerouvs, honest, hard-worlting,
ready to help any one in need, iimocent of 2ll theology but truly religious.
Attends church 10 per ceint, contributes liberally.

Yoman of 27, wife of a mechanic, overates a beauty parlor. She is an extro-
verted, self-confident nerson witlh a good scnse of humor. Sie is active in
the community, interested in the church and ready to talre respousibility,
attendance 90 per cent.

Woman of 55, wife of farmer aad truelkdriver, works in a store. Clmrca attend-
ance 100 ner cent, always on hand at church affairs; little other social par-
ticipation. She is a nleasant, cheorful, motierly woman with a zood mind

and good judsment.

Woman of 28. works as stenogranhier in bank., She teaches a class in church
school and is always on hand 2t chmrch and cormmunity aifairs, She is steady
and reliasble--las severe moral code for herself and frowns on those who de-
vart from it. She is ready to assume any responsibility and see it through.
She is unmarricd but has dates,

Yan of 22, o truckdriver and farmer, is a hard-working, honest fellow who
&ives cvelything he aas to vhatever he does. e cane from a brolien home and
was handicapped at start but is srowing in risht directions e serves faith-

fully as b Scout leeder and atbeuds church 10 per cent.

Woman of 22, grafuate of a ;ood collese, ias tavsht six years. She is tall,
somewhat overweiglt, but a highly intellirent, out-going person who works
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nerself into exhaustion for a zood cause.

van of 50, a »hysician, does not attend church but practices whet the churea
teaciies, . is devoted to his worlk and is thoroughly honest with himself and
with his »aticnts.

Man of 75, a retired farmer, ouite well-to-do, has a high index of civic interest.
Fe had a cousiderable vatrimony to begin with and has given a good account of his
stewvardshine e has been a hard worker and a pgood manager. e is frieandly,
caecrful and well-liked.,

Woman of 70, vwife of the retired farmer, is a very well-balanccd, out-going,
hirhly irtellizent person witlh liboral views vho has given freely of time and

money in all good causes. lmrel attendance 100 per cent.

Mar of 42, the largest farm onmerator in the county, has had one year in college.
Ee is direct, aonest, well-balasnced, lealtihy in body and mind, »nublic-smirited

and cfficient, .
Woman of 39,.wife of the farm operator, is a college graduate. She is very in-
tellizont, domendable, forvard-loolring: the finest type of young metron, doing

a 'corking Job! with her two sons.

¥an of 6%, runs a smell store, and is a cheerful, honecst, vublic-snirited man;
a devout chwurch member who is conservative in his views but broad in his svirit,
Ze is meeting courageously and with cuict faith the problem of failing health.

“oman of 85, wife of the small storekeeper, is well-zdjusted, friendly, inter-
ested in commnity affairs and well-liked. Sac is meeting the problem of
failing healtl serene and unafraid,

The Complacent

¥ore than half the versons incluvded in this study secmed to belong in the group
waich he called the commlacent. They were nersous who were fairly comfortable in
their vocational, scrmuzl and social acjustments but who apparcntly gave little
thought to things tiaat were beyond their immediate neceds and duties and pleasurcs.
Yost of them would profess allcgiance to the chwrch and all of tiem would accent
its standards, Leir conduct would show no glaring inconsistencies, but they were
not takiag their religion very much in earnest. They werc outwardly resncctabdle
persons whose best potentialities--in terms of tleir own ideals—~-were not in pro-
cess of being realizeds They were not of thosa vho wateh with tiheir lighats burn-
inge Tere are somc of his characterizations:

.

Van of W, a barber with high school edvcation, is thrifty, cautious, conserva=
tive in his views, honest in his business dealings. e gives passive support to
worthy causcs. Churclh attendance 5 ver cente o is a substantial citizen with
nany good cualities,

Woma: of L&, wifc of tiwc barber, shares hor husband's conservative views and is
an affectionate, ciaecrful wife and mother of narrow outlook and limited intercsts.,

Boy of 17, a high school student who is making a 500d record in atiletics is in—
telligent, well-lilzcd, has 20 obvious maladjustments, slows no interest in church.
He seems cuite self-satisfied.

Man of 32, a mechanic with high school education, is renial, self-centered, easy-
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going, canable of much better things, some social marticination but no great in-
terest. Xe attends church 15 ner cent, but gives no financial supmort.

Yan of 55, elevator operator and mayor of village, is pleasant, steady, honest,
a fair mayor but no civic leader, Hc is conventional in his outlook but has made
he most of an averasc endovment.

Woman of 45, wife of a carventer, is complaceunt, obese, friendly, devoted to her
children, She has no intercst in church dbut is deerly interested in Logion
Auziliary,

Man of 55, is a cuict, good-natured, easy-zoing nerson, but steady and dependable.
Ho attends church regularly and is a conventional Christian but makes no esnecial-~
ly significant effort for Cod or country,

Woman of 55, wife of this good natured man, is a home-loving merson, shy, comman-—
icnable, likes to be sheltcred; a clinging vine tymc.

¥an of 70, is a day-laborer whosc life nas becen one of uninterrupted, unimagina—~
tive hard work. Ic had no social interests but is stcady and well-disclipincd,

Man of 55, a carpenter, is shrowd, quiet, friendly, but ianclined to be smug and
self-satisfied,

Woman of 25, a teachers! collese graduabc, is married but has no children——a
'iain Street! tyve, intercsts seccular, attitude comvlacent; clmrch attendaice
10 per cent,

Man of 55, is active in community affairs, morals above renroach oxzeent in noli-
tics, devotod to his children, contributes gercrously to clhwureh and attends
50 per cent.

Man of 55, a rctired farmer, is hard-worlking, shrewd, tarifty, utterly self-
4 ] (2% [ ] 9
ceatered; no interest in churel or community; thie lord of his houschold,

Girl of 21, danghter of a dominccring fether, is a graduvate of a tcachers! colloges
She is ambitious, loud, uareflective but is avare that she has some nroblems,
he is conventionally religiovs and attends church 75 ner cent.

Young man of 22, a student in a state university, is very intelliszent, and wants
to be an author, Hc likes to make peonle !sguirm! and is anything dbut well-liled.
e is still thinking and srowing but is adjusting on a sclf-centercd lovel.

Yan of 3%, a barber with high school cducation, has no social particination, no
interest in church, e is fairly plessant to mect and is trustworthy and indus~
trious.

Yoman of 33, wife of this barber, belonzs to church and attends occasionally.
She is a plump, easy-going person with no intercsts beyond her family,

The Pagan

Twenty-nine persons, or about 9 per cent of tle total nvmber, werc placcd in

a group which, for want of a better mame, were called tho mamans. This term was
chosen to designate thosc who lad cither rebelled, or elsc had never lcarmcd to
take seriously the authority of their parcnts and the standards of the community in
which they werc rearcd and had sought refuse in grouns of easy standards whore tley
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found social supnort for tleir antisocial and rebellious attitudes. It was, how-
ever, difficult to find any who exactly fittec that definition. Delinguent gangs
did not exist in S»ringville. There were indeed several young people who were in-
wardly rebellious against a tyrannical father or a domineering motlher, several also
wilo were not taking any too seriously the accevnted standarcs of the community, but
none that had found much in the way of social support. Springvillel!s pagans were
for the most mart older persons of the 'playboy! tyme who had gone their own way
regardless of cormunity opinion and seemed to be suifering no particular vpangs of
conscience. Although more or less ostracized by the respectable people of the com—
mmity, they had found solace in the fellowsiip of the pool room and the barder
shop., Closer exemination raised the guestion whether even they fitted the defini-
tion. It was observed that most of them did not want their children to follow in
their footstens, but encouraged them to go to tihe church school, It seemed more

in accordance with the facts to look upon them as persons wio had failed to make
good in terms of the community standards and who had finally acouiesced in tihe com
munity judgments, accepting their assigned roles and deriviag such comfort and
social supnort as might be available, The someviiat caustic community judcments are
eyitomized as follows:

Boy of 17, is ¢éull, backward, always in troudble in sehool, hangs around pool
roons and has renutation for netiy thleving.

Girl of 25, easy-going, happy-go-lucky, has no interest in higher values,

Girl of 23, daughter of a dissolute fatlher, is a friendly, not wnattractive yowag
womail who runs with men of guestionable character and is suspected of sexuval
irregular;ties. She does not seem to mind,

¥an of 30, with high school education, is a good mechanic who worltzs when he feels
like it. Ze is addicted to lmnting trims and 'wet narties.' e has no seuse
of resnonsibility toward family or community,

¥an of 45, i's an unintelligent merson whose fellowshims and interests are on a
nezative social wnlane, He gambles, drinks, patronizes slot machines and Coes not
'zive a hoot! whether school lzeevs or not. e is easy-going, cheerful, wn~-
ambitious

ian of 48, an agsressive, loud-mouthed salesman and small-town nolitician, is
successful in business but unconcerned about the rights of others,

¥an of 48, inherited a fortune of $75,000 and has squandered most of it on gam-
bling, drinking and women. He is o man of considerable native ability who might
have been a leader but bhas affrorted all decent commmity standards and is now a
social outcasts As a boy he had been able to melze his mother laugh when sie
started to punish him. Ie has been trying to get by on that basis ever since.

Yan of 4l4, an easy-going, micdle-aged playboy, violates community dicta without
any sense of discomfort, Ile as rebelled against resnonsibility and routine,

ian of 45, a parasitic playboy, likes to get things with the least possible
effort. e has svert much time 'chasing! the girls. ©e has 'kicked over the
traces! and seems comfortable about it.

The Meantally I1l

Dighty-one persoxs, or 25 mer ceat, were regarded as more or less ill mentally.
By this is meant that they had rati:er serious maladjustments, aad irsteald of defy-
ing tlhe community judgments or socializing tueir inferiorities among the pool room
nabitues, they subjected themselves to self-blame anc self-punishment, or they re~
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sorted to various devices of concealment in order to maintain sclf-resmect and es—
cape self-condemnation. Among them there were six who sought refuge in imesinary
illness, three who indulged excessively in malicious gossip, eight who vere over-
particular about legalistic trivialities, eight who tyraanized over 2ll who were so
unfortunate as to be 'ia their nower,! seven who were chronically irritable, seven
who were bitter ans suspicious. Eere are some of the community judgments:

Man of 45, is aggrossive, dominecring, self-centered. Te has an ungovernable
temner and tries to control every action of 2is children.

Woman of 52, an eccentric Christian, was ultra-conservative, but has now taken up
vegetarianisme ©She is chronically uncomfortable both to others and to herself,

Woman of 55, wife of a well-to-do farmer, is the mother of a large family. She
'rules the roost,' nagzing, erying, pleading, doing anything to have her way.

Man of 45, is headstroung, stubborn, aggressively ignorant, chronically wmcomfort—
able, holds grudges and 'shoots off his face! at the slightost provocation,

Woman of 70, has low intellisence and bad temper. She sits in ler rocliing chair
most of the day nursing grulges.

Man of 45, is startlingly lazy, & 'blow-lard' and braggart, and an 'alibi artist'
wio is lkeenly iitercsted in the ladies.

Wonan of 23, the davghter of a ncurotic mother, is a divorceey lives tlhe life of
9 ~E> ]
a recluse and often goes to bed for weeks at a time.

Woman of 30, is a widow who lives a ‘hermetically sealcd! life, she talks cone
stantly of a neart ailment, indulges in self-vity,

Woman of 27, daughter of a badly maladjusted mother, is of the clinging vine type,
ready to tallr of her troubles by the hour to anyone who will listen, She is
irresnonsible, lives in a world of vhantasy and has freguent one~sided love affairs

Woman of 44, is a dominecring person with low outmut of cnergy who spends much of
her time reading the movie magazines and maintains her self-resmect by slandering
her neighbors,

A woman of 48, is constantly commlaining of her husbend's infidelities and is
gquarrelsome and irritable at home and abroad. She conjoys and »urveys malicious
g0ssin.

A woman of 50, who had an ex»losion 3 years ago, left home, slent in the railway
station, ate at the restaurant and wes 'wild' cnough to have becn sent to a state
hospitals She is 'down' on everyone~-~a smoldering volcano,

Woman of &0, with good education, lives alonc since theo death of her mother ton
years ago. She bolieves that everyone is against her and that mysterious things
are zoing one
. ‘ .
Woman of 354 is definitely maranocid since the birth of lhor second child, She
never iecves lome, is unsoical, hypochondériacal, anatlietic toward her children.

The Defeazted

There were sixteen persons who, in the faco of accumulating difficulties and
frustgations, aad made little or no attomnt to keep up the strusgle, but aad re-



sorted to such cscape devices as drink or daydrcaming and who, in whatever way,
seemcd to have 'thrown up the swonge,' The comrmunity judgments of e number of
these follow?

3oy of 18 is dreamy and irresnonsible, plays a feir geme of bascball but oticre
wise particinates little in social life, He is a poteoatial schizopiarenic,

Girl of 15, with borderlinc intelligence, has little drive and does much Cay=-
dreaming.

Girl of 21, is obese, immature, and unattiractive, shc has borderlinec intelligence
and does consicderable daycdrecaming.

Man of 36, son of a tyrannical, irascible father, is soft-spolen, subscrvicat,
witiout social interest. There secms to be much phantasy.

Man of 35, is shiftless, irresponsible, sesually lax, and a chronic alcoholic,
Man of 3%, an ambitionless sncak thief, is drunk mueh of the time.

¥an of 38, a periodic drualzard and wife~beater, smends most of his time and
moncy in saloouns, Hc is loolzed dovm unon by the entire community and accepts it.

Man of 40, a periodie drinker, is now in the state hospital. Fc is not witlout
social feeling, and was at one time a lcader in tiae community.

ien of 45, a W Po A, worker, is shiftless, irresjpouasible, dishounest, quarrclsomc,
and alcoholic,

Yan of 33, a vieious, shiftlcss, hostile alcoholic, blames the world for his mis~
fortunes and 'takes it out'! on his wife. '

Woman of 27, a 'white rabbit! with borderline intellisence is a poorly organized
person with two children of pre-scihiool agoe.

The Distressed

There were twenty who wore problems to themsclves and knew it. They were
characterized by severc intrepsychic conflict. Such conflict is not always an cvil,
It may be a pre-condition of rcorganization, tic outcome being devendent unon the
nature and the relative strongti of the contending forces and unon the favorable
factors in the life situation. In cascs where the conflict is betwecen the dosire
for sclf-expression on tho one hand and the authority of the parents on the other,
there will be represscd hostility which is likely to cxplodo iato irrcgular or
delinguecnt bchavior. FHowever, wherc the subject has accepted for himself some
socially valued role and is strugsling against unruly tendencies within himself or
against environmental frustrations, the outcome is more likely to be constructive.
@ight versons seemed to belong in the first groupy twelve in the sccond., Iere arec
somec instances

Boy of 21, son of an aggrossive, domincering father, is outwardly submissive and
easy-going, but there is much ropresscd hostility,

Woman of 34, with good education, is married to son of an over—dominent and tyran—
nical father. ©Sihe is ciafing under the domination of her father-in-lsw and is
bird-like, nervous and self—assertives. She rccognizes her problems and is trying
Lo master thom.


Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil


Girl of 17, is dreomy and irrvesnonsibles She has a violeat temwer, and is
rebellious 2t school and at home,

Girl of 24, davghter of a tyranaical father, is outwardly mhlegmatic but boiling
vithine, ZEHor rebellion is exoressing itsclf in the form of scx cscanadces.

Girl of 17, is inteclligent, but loud-mouticd, 'smert-alecly! and indencadent.
She is awvare of her »nroblems but is handling them the wrong way.

Womon of 26, daushter of dissolute father, has been sexually indiscreot but is
a0t sclf-satisficd,

3oy 17, a small-totwn 'smart-alccl,! has a swaggering attitude, dbut is moody—is
having 'srowing peins.!

Boy of 15, who worshins his father, is ccutely couscious of his ovn small stature
and vacertain of himsclf,

Girl of 20, is & rcclusc at home and in collese, and is a tbookworm, ! he has no
dates, no frionds and fcels the situetion koenly.

3oy of 18, is a scrious-minded, herd-working chane. e docs not lmow wicre ho'is
going but he is trying hard. ZHe has fow frieands and is avarc of his handiceps,
Ze is thinking much about the fubure and has czlled on ais -Hastor tirce times

to tallk over his problems,

Man of 23, wita some collepe training, is cngagced to be married dbut is having

(8

difficulty in securing vork. Iec is doing a lot of worrying.

3oy of 20, is a student in collcgo but still a 'sissy.' Zc¢ is shallow, 8clf-
ceatered, going tiarouvgh a personality change in a strugglo to srow up.

Boy of 19, is badly ceformed and has o soucalzr, n~igh-vitclhed voice. To is ambi-
tious, went to collese, but has an oxtremely difficult situntion,

The Re—organized

Thore arc four cascs of persons who in the face of mounting difficultics or
threatening defeet have achicved some sort of rcornanization,

One is that of a badly disfigurcd woman, Her solution has beon found in ro-
ligion of the Four Spuare Gosvel varictye. Through it sic has found comfort and
peace of minds, She enjoys tallzing about religion, and shends a good bit of time
writing poctry.

Anothor casc is tlizt of an alcoholic wio was converted tventy years aéo. At
the age of sixty-soven hie is still going straight. The community, however, looks
upon him as a rolizious craak, Ic is said to be bigoted, belligerent and hard to
live with, This man attonds church faitifully in anothor village.

A third casc is thot of another reformed alcoholic, now a man of fifty, I
once ihcld e responsible position, but lost it becausc of his excessive usc of
licwor, Hc is now fon the water wagon,! and is saving his moncy, Hc has had to
take a good bit of chaffing from the old crowd, and is said to bc sct in his opinion
and harsh toward incbriates. To what oxtent religion was a factor in his roforma-
tion is not clcar, His presont job keops him from attending church.
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Another case is that of a mothor whose lifc ceontorcd around an only son, a
very able and vell-liked man. Wicn this son was siriclon with a fatal discasc, she
turncd to Caristian Scicnee, and against the nrotests of tihc family installed &
Christian Scicacc nurse. Although the son died, her faith in Christian Scicnce
has romaincd unshalen, She has stopned attending the community church.

THE OMTI-PENSZUCE OF 030 MITTALLY ILL

A reoview of thc findings from anothor angle roveals cven more clearly tho
soriousncess of the mental health situationt two porsons werce definitely psychotic;
twvo others had been inmates of a mental hospital and were still far from well;
four were near-psychotic; six were msyeho-neurotici ninc verc scriously alcoholic,
two of thom having boon in institutions for alcoholism, At lcast cight werc men—
tally sub-normal, Therc wes onc drug-adldict, onc se:: pervert, one cretin, one
hydrocephalic and three sonilese Tosether with the éifficult, the distressed, tho
outlaws ard thc nc'ler—do-wells, thcso porsons constituted morc thaz a third of
the populetion of the villagce,

In intcernroting these Cindings it is immortant to bear in mind that thc Ameri-
can country villa c has today become a haven of refuge for many inadcouatc persons,
With the nassing of its immortencc as a trade conter many familics have moved awey.
Rents arc therefore cheap and the houscs arc often filled by families that carnot
make tic grade clscwherc. ZFor this rcason %iae vercentage of montal illness is »ro~
bably aigher than in the country as a vhole. It is, however, to be noted that of
thosc included in this study of Soringville 75 »nor cent had becn borin and dbrought
up in tiae community and only 18 per cont had moved in vithin ton yearse. It is also
to be noted that 46 ver cont were classcd as of comfortable cconomic stotus, 39 or
cent marginal and 15 wer cent poor and on relicf. Thecsc figurcs suggest that this
cxnlanation must be accepted wita caution.

However that may be, several taings stand out clearly. In the first instance
attention is drawn to the anumber of persoas living in this village who would not
bo permitted to remain at large if thoy were living in 2 city, This may, to some
oxtent, cxplain the relatively low insanity rate in tic country as comparcd with
that in the city., Wierc urban communitics tend to commit a largc “roportion of
their mentally ill to institutional carc, the country community carrics most of its
own burden, Onc will also noticc the impereontible shading off from the definitely
psychotic to the lecss scverc forms of mental illacss, Tihese fincings suggost
furthormorc the cxmlanation of tlac marked increasc in hospital nopulation during
tihe past forty ycars. If the figurce for S»ringville scem high, it is merely bo-
causc a competont obsorver had lero an adcguatc ovportunity to obscrves So also
in the country at large, the incrcasc in the number of naticnts in mental hosnpitals
is duec chicfly to the growing awarcncss of tho nroblems whieli they rooresont,

TEE STATIC CUATACTIR OF SPRICGVILLE!S RILIGION

The rcligion in opcration in Sprinsville is clcarly religion of the static, or
goimetheand, typo, not rcligion in its croative pnasc., This docs not mean thnt
progressive snirit is laocliinge The fret that cishty lagmon organized o community
church notwithstonding donominational orotests rives cvidence of its »rescnce. It
moans rother that the vision and cathusicsm of religion's creative stase hos beoon
transformed into custom and hobit, The morcs have becore so firmly cstablished
thet desnite the new ideas which come flooding in through the rodios, the movics,
the newspavers, despitc the incrcasing snmrcad of cdueation, there is surnrisiigly
little éisposition to cucstion or to cliallenge the basic cssumptions in mattors of
right and wrong and of theologieal belicf, Tiwere were indced not a fov porsons

3 Sheldon, W.H., Psrcholory and the Promethesn Will; ew York, Harpers, 1935

(x and 255 pp.).
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whosc conduct had beoen irregular and who werc in conscguence morc or lcss ostracized.
Some of thosc had rcacted by charging ciurch people with hyoocris; sand cven by dis-

paraging the chwureh and railing at things religious, but it was noted that most of
them cncourazed their children to go to the church school. It is therefore conclu-
ded that they were not recally parons, but rather persons who had failed to make

good in terms of the community rccuiremeints and who aed adjustced themsclves as bost
hey could to community judgments vhosc Justice they inwardly accenteds

The static charactor of Springvillels religion is furtiher indicated by thc
fact that only four persons werc found whosco lives had been reorgenized and not
onc of those owed tlat roorgenization to the logel church. Oac was an alcoholic
vio had turned over a ncw leaf, apparcntly without mueh religious b.clp.':P The other
threc had had recoursc to roligion, but it was relizion of another kind, in ono
cese Christian Scicnece, in the other two something of tho Zoliness varicty, It 1is
not nocessary to placce too high a velnc unon sudlon conversions to rogard their
abscace withian the memborsiin of tihe ciuvreh as cvidence thot it is nlacing its
relisnce upon tie vroccsses of cducation and steady srowth, The cvongelistic zeal
wiich has characterized most religious movements in thcir formative stazes is not
greatly in cvidencce.

" HOW TEE COiZUITY STAVDARDS ARD IIPLANTED

his resistence to the impact of now idoas may be cxnlained by the considera~-
tion thet moral and rcligious cducetion. is dencondent not so much upon formal in~
struction as upon praisc and blame for actual conduct on thc part of thosc wiom
one almires and whosc autiority onc accents, Tac fact that Springville is a smell,
homogoroous community with abundant opnortunitics for working and playing together
will undoubtcdly go far toward oxpleining the accoptance of a common sct of stan~
dards and the teonacity with which these stendards arec held.

Among the institutions and agencics which have had o »mart in tlie iaternalizing
of ticsc group standards the echurelh may be rogardod as tiwe most important., This

is dve to thc fact that it stands as tho symbol of a supreme loyalty of which the
stondards arc but a funetion, tint it domands a comnlete commitment to that loyal ty,
that it calls for an cxmvression of that commitment tarovgh resular asscombloage and
sacrificial scrvice, and tat it nrovides for a constont roconsicderation of the
implications of this commitment in the light of changing conditions, iost impor—
tant is the fact thet the echureh is built upon the family unit, Wacre tlc otier
institutions of Springville ministor to smeeial grouns, such as farmers, busincss
men, women of cortain intercsts, adolescent boys, adolescent girls, the churea
ministors'to all 2ncs and to 21l classcs, In carlicr yvears fomilics uscd to come
in a body and sit tofother in the femily nowe While this practice is not so com=
mon today, it still reomains truc thet the chureh is founded wron the family and
that it is chicfly through the family that its ideals arc made cffoctive in humon
1if0.

The importance of the family in the dctormination of personclity adjustments
is indicatcd by a reciamination of the dotas OFf the 322 -orsons included in tais
study therc were 32 whosc percats were iacluded and 37 warents who had children
that worc also included, It was found thot for thosc varcats who were classificd
as faithful the ratio of well-adjustud=—foithful and commlaccent—-to malad just cde—
Dagan, ¢ifficult, defcoatcd, and distresscde~children was 15 to 2, for thosc varcnts
who were classificd as maladjusted the ration was 3 to 5. Thc contrast was much
more striking where only those warcnts wore considored who were ziven the same
ratings. For tiac soven couples wio were classcd as faithful there werc twelve chile-

L The fact thot he is said to be intolerant of incbriates suggests that o has
rclicd upon ais own 'will-power! to mond his wars.
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dron. Of tlcsc, ten wore classcd as faithful and two as complacents TFor tic nine
couples who worc classifiod as commlacent there werc sixteon chiléren, OFf tlcsc
tirec were classificd as faitiful, cight as comdlacont, anc three as distrossod. For
tiae four counles classificd as maladjustcd thero wore five childrens. Of thesc two
were cormlacent and threc badly maladjusted, - Looking at it from anoticr angle, it
vas found thot of the 82 persons whosc marents woere also included in tuc study ticre
were 20 who were classificd as faitaful. Of these 14 had at lcast onc parent viwo

was zlso classificd as faitifvl, Ticre were 31 whe were classificd as moladjusted.
0f tlesc, 25 had at lcast onc paront who was also maladjustel, While tlic number

of neorsons included in this study is insufficicrt to satisfy statisticel require—
ments, tiese findings arc suprported by tiosc of otlor studics,5 and thcre is Jjusti-
fication for concluding that the adjustmerts of caildren tend strongly to follow
thosc of tiicir marcnts. Such o conclusion is of course in linc with wiat is being
discovered todary recarding the tremendous influcnce of tihc vareats upon the atti-
tudes of tho child, To thc young child tho parcits stand for that in the universe
upon which ¢ is demencdent for nrotcetion, and for love to a degrec which is ncver
repcatcd in tlc coursc of his oxisteoncc, Out of this carly rclationship, morc than
from any other source, comes, tihcrcforc, is idea of God and 2is moral stondards.
This modora vicw is in accordanrce with the toaching of tlhe chvrch's Founders It

is of the very csscace of the Christian rocligion thrt it looks upon God as a Fatacr
and uwoon men as brotiers. The chwrch is thws itsclf a femily,

Saringville's school, in accordsncc with thc traditional Amcrican nlen for tihe
gsoporation of chnreh ond state, gives no religious instrvctions ITcithor coos it
melsc any rovision for the formal tecaching of cthicse Fowever, the commnity ap-
voints its owm teaclhicrs, and the character and the religious attitudes of thesc
tecackers do not cscapc indpuetion. It is to be noted thnt the »rineinal of the high
sciool and his wifo were active particimants in the clhurch end that most of the
tcachors, although they werce not reosidents of thc community, identificd thcemsclves
with tie loecal church., This meens that the standards of praisc and coasure ian the
schoolroom and in tho supcrviscd playground and rocreational activitics of tae
school would coaform to tic comrmunity standards,

Other ovnortunitics for social intcrcoursc and for the administering of praisc

o6 blome arc provided not mercly throush formel orgenization, but also throush
meny informel zeilierings. Among the former arc o busincssuen'’s club with some 50
mombers, a Masonic Lodge~—20 memders, on Jestern Star Lodse——20 members, en 044
Tellovs Lodgo--10 membors, an Amcricen Logion most=—17 mombors, a Logion Auxiliary--
12 members, a bridoce club-~13 members, Doy Scouts——14 membors, Cub Scouts—-3 mom-
bers, & = Club, for Sirls—~12 mcmbers, the Jutior Chaolr of the Clwrch--45 members,
tho Lacdics Ald Socicty and the Missionary Socictye In adlition tac Zizh School

2as its various athletic, musicel and dramatic organizations,

Soringville thws sives evideonce of tuc cifcetivenoss of »mreise ond blame in
dotermination of the stendarcs and attitudes of its mconlecs ¥rs. Crundy is on o
celleat moliceman, but like most volicomeon siic has some favlts, She is mmel: cuicizeor
with ceasurc than with Hraisc, Thais is duc to the fact thnt favlt-finding is a
comruon Drotective doviece The Yoafer in tihe ool room wiao criticizes tihe President
feels himsclf for the time being superior to tiac Presicdent. o is thcreby bueking
up .:is sclf-cstcem, So also thc meliclious gossin is motivatced by the desirce to
prove that otlhier mersons arc inferior to herscelf. 3ut control by consurc meoans
control b~ feare. It mocus cmmaasis uron the "Thou shalt nots. And thot merns a
static morality and a static reli-ion,

Tho control by fear mar also liclh to cxmlain the cmount of mala&ju§tmcnf
iscrn, Anton T., Irmloration of the Inrcr Yorld, Chicago, Willett, Clari, 1936
i - 3
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which was found in S»ringvillc. Tho person whose standards arc determined by fear
has not really accooted thosc standards., Ho is ticrefore not free. Iis conduct
is controllced by somecthing which is still cxiecrncl to himsclf, something which ho
often rescats, That rosentment, if it cocs not cvontuete in an onen breeiz, is
lilely to give shelter to intcrests and conduct of wihichh the better sclf does not
awsrove, Thcre is likoly to Pe a mixture of love and hate toward the renroscnta—
tives of autlhiority which will mcen a divided sclf and tacroforc a sieck sovl, .irs,
Grundy's guardianshin is thus lilkely to bo ineffoctive wion the young men from the
villoge visits thc Dig city and tiac forbidden indulgeacc vhich hwe is afraid to
acknowvledge tien becomes a source of trouble,

T230 ALTAR FIZ0

In the ancicat story of tiac destruction of Sodom it is rcocorded that Abrahan
interceded in behalf of the doomed city. e told the Lord that it would mot be just
to destro the rightcous alongs with thc wicked., The Lord agreed. Tho curestion then
arosc as to lNow mony rightcous mersons it would talze to save the city. Starting
with fifty, Abraham sradually reduveced. the number wntil tiac Lord agrced to smare tiae
city if oven ten could be fouwnd.

Judzed by this standard S»nrinzville is not iz donger of destructions It is
smaller tirn ancicnt Sodom and witiin it arc found morc than fifty wersons who were
classcd as rightcous.

Tho gucstion now is lwow the wresence of this muclcus of the faithful contributos
to tihc well-boing of the community. Tarce considerations suigest thomsclves.

The task of organized religion is to tronsform into custom and habit tihe now
vision and cuickecuncd purposc of its crecative stages and thus transmit tiem from onc
goneration to another. In such a community as Springville it is the group of the
faithfvl which is ontrusted with that teslke Bven thouvsh that sroun moy be dwindling
in mumbers, and cven though its belicfs and practices become formalized, it is not
without significonce that the eltar firec is owt buraing.

Witiin this group of tihc faithful arc thosc who best oxemplify the virtucs of
honecsty, of iandusiry, of cfficicney, and of kindliness, virtucs uron which the
health of any community is bascd, Witain this group arc some of the community's
most dovoted scrvants and steadying influcinces, thosc wvilo arc most lilely to give
omployment ox financial assistance to the able~bodicd and tic hwelning hond to those

who arc in troublce It thws meant not e little to S»nringville that duriag the tragic

years of thic Denression wheon the benks in neighboring towns were failing, the local
banle, noncstly and cfficiontly administerced by onc of tihis groun, did not go under.

It is part of the genius of the Christian Church that it provices for the re-
newal of thc vision and the ronlonishment of the firece In coatrast with the other
great religions, waich mele no »rovision for rcligious asscmblaric, in contrest with
the modorn lodgzo which has its assomblagoes and its religiovs rituals, but no Pro-
vision for instruction, the Churca s not only its regular asscmblage and its
rituals but also its »Hulnit and its chucch school, The sermons may frocuoftly be
dry and thce church school teaching sterilce, but the way is tiws lzent onen for tace
nromlet when o comiSe '



